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“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all”(2 Cor. 13:14).  These words not only conclude most of my services, they are also the foundation of my faith.

“The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ…”

I believe that the life, death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ shows us the great grace of God, and sets the pattern for the Church’s ministry.  His incarnation meant God came among us, “full of grace and truth.” the Church today, as the “Body of Christ,” is to continue to make God's presence in the world real.  Our Lord’s life – his teachings, healings, miracles, and manner – enable us to see God as God truly is, and ourselves as we are meant to be; and that our highest calling is still to follow the way of our Lord, by “loving God and loving others.”  Christ’s crucifixion shows us the awful consequences of sin, but on the Cross Jesus also shows us what grace looks like and the lengths and depths God is willing to go to reconcile us to God’s self.  Our Savior’s resurrection reveals God’s victory over sin and death, and his ascension reveals that love still reigns… As the Church this is our hope, this is our message, and this is what we witness to through our worship, our common life together, and our activity on his behalf in the world. 

The Love of God…

I believe that the essential nature of God is love (I John 4:8).  God created this world and everything in it “good,” and sustains it with sovereign love.  All of humanity, in all its rich diversity, was made in God’s image, and we are meant to live in mutual relationships of love and trust; but our relationships – with God, God’s world, and with one another – have been threatened by our selfishness and sin.  Though we have not been faithful, God is!  In steadfast love, God has not given up on us, nor forsaken us.  “For God so loved the world he gave us his only Son…” in order to draw us back to himself, and that we might have life and have it abundantly (John 10:10), now and forever.  My Presbyterian faith is very simply stated:  I believe that God saves.  

“And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit…”

I believe in the communion and the constant companionship of the Holy Spirit.  Through our faith in Christ we are put right in our relationship with God, becoming children of God, and all of this is made possible through the Holy Spirit.  Not only does the Spirit inspire our faith in Christ, but the Spirit continually renews the community of believers.  Through the Spirit, God communicates and communes with us through the inspired words of Scripture, worship, and prayer.  The Church is the Spirit-led and Spirit-gifted community of the faithful, which understands that it has been saved to serve. Therefore, we work to advance Christ’s kingdom through all we are and all we do, to live holy and joyful lives, and to invite others to experience God’s saving and reconciling love, and join us as we participate in it!

“Glory be to the Father, and to Son, and to the Holy Ghost!”
